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TO THE 
RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
Colonell 
FRANCIS WEST 


Eſquire, Licutenane of 
the Tower of London. 


Worthy Sir, 


O Rudy a requital of the 
many favours which I have 
received from you, were to 
ſpend my timeand thoughts 
about that which I cannor 
attain to : thankfully to ac- 

| knowledge them is all Iam 

able, and that I am a5 much willing as bound, 
todo z and that this will be candidly accepted 
by you, I have more then ordinary ground to 
belceve 3 having experimented your noble 


minde, to be like that of Artaxerxcs, King of pie, pox 


Perfia, who thought it as well becoming a Roy- 
all minde, to accept of ſmall things from others, 
ts to give great things to them 3 and this indeed 
isto be like-minded to God himſelf, who gives 
the greateſt gifts romen, and accepts the (mal- 
leſt returns from them 3 for it they have not 3 
Lamb, two Turtles ſhall ſerve the rurn. This, 
noble Sir, hath incouraged me to dedicate thele 

- wa A 2 my 


p_ 


2 I ths he 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


-my firlt truits, as a thank-offering unto your 


ſelf;and under your name to preſent them to'the 
world. Yet would I nct uie your name for Pa- 
tronage, having learned from the much-noble 


*1n augmentis Scient. and much learned * Verulam, not to account a- 


ny Book worthy of a Patron, which hath nor 
truth to patronzFe it 3 which if ir have, it nceds 
no other Patron; which if this had uot , I 
ſhould be as unwilling to ſer your n2me as my 
own beto:eit. As {A the matter, though it 
ſeem contradiForioxs, yet ir doth but ſcem (cs 
for utraque pars eſt vera : and though it be 
made up of Paradoxes,yet they being grounced, 
not on $toiciſme, but ({þriſtianity, I hope they 
will anſwer the name of Orthodox. Yet what 
cana man call Orthodox in this Heterodox ave; 
wherein ſcaice any one thing is ſpoken or writ- 
ten, but every man (omments or toes upon 
it, interpreting, not as rhe Text ſpeaketh, the 
truth requiteth, or the eAuthor meaneth, but as 
his Opinionative phanſie pleaſeth to criticize 3 
and this indeed m1zht have been an argument 
ſufficient for me, ro have kept theſe enſuing 
*Paradoxes within my breaſt, and not have 
written them 3 or within my Study , and not 
have Prinred them : but having had ſome ap- 
probation and importunity tro make them pub- 
[the, T thoughr it better to [1y my felf opento 
any cenſure, then ro” conceal any thing which 
may conduce to common good. Seeing there- 
forc they are ro go abroad, however they ſpecd, 
it will be no ſmall honour to me, that you bid 
them welcome; & entertain them, as that which 
doth and ever will, witncfſe me to be; 

Sir, Tour Worſhips devo el to ſerveyou in 

the ſervice of Chriſt, 

RALPH VENNING, 
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To the Reavers. 


Kinde Readers, 


Heſe Paradoxes , which for 
the moſt part of them have 
lain by me theſe many 
moneths, are at laſt pre- 
ſented to publike view 3 
not to make me, but 
Chriſt. and the myſtery of 


. godlinefſe more peripicuouſly known in the 


world. That to me both in the firit writing of 
them, and ſince in the often reading of them, 
they have been not a little profitable , T cannos 
but declare : and what ever my gaine hath bcen, 
I wiſh you as much, and as mich more, terque 
quaterque, If the ſpirit of God joyne with you 
in reading of them, IT believe you will finde that 
made clear, in two or three lines , which many 


j pages, if I ſay not Volumes, hauc lefs under 4 


waile; if it prove (0 ,. give glory 10 God in 
Chriſt for your ſelf and me,and pray for me, that 
God will give moreof himſclf into me;that F may 
give out more unto you : and may be in all things 
inſtrumental ro his glory and your good: which is 
the higheſt ambition of him, who willzngly ſub« 
ſcribes himſelf 
Yours in all 
| Chriſtian ſervice. 


Ralph Venning, 


BETHRS HH 
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PARADORXES: 
O R, 


A Beleever 6learing truth ; 
by ſeeming contradictions, 


/ | OY 
L, ba 
Concerning God in Trinity and Unity. 


OO — that n— 
JN on cannot comprehend;yer 
Gl J there is * nn enough 4 Ay@ verbum 
W why he ſhould beleeve it, £95 & verbunet 
2. Hebelieves one God 
in three perſons, among 
whom he denies not priort- 
ty , yet grants eternity, 
3. He believes three * perſons in one God, *zorors, 
two-natures in one perſon,and one will in three 
perſons. 
4+ He believes tF.at God is nothing leſſe then 
the three perſons, and that the three perſons are 
nothing more then God 3 that they are of one * John 5. 7: 
God, in ane God, and all but one God. SY 
5. He believes that the Father is not the PEE. 
Sonne, nor the Sonne the Father; yer (6) that » jun r4. wo. 
: & 4. the 


6 = 


* 
2 
Cc 


* Nikil eſt cauſa ſui 


Ipfins 


* CY 1 gu 


TAC, 


* MelGov, 
Tchn 14. 28, 


*to&, 


Phil, 2. 6, 


Reb. 9. 14. 


© the Father and the Son are onc. 


rebodex acdexes. 


6 Hebclieves that the Father and the Sonne 
are not the Fpirit;yet the Father,Son and Spirit 
but one and the ſame undivided and indivift- 
ble God. 

7. He belicyes that God is in himſelfe and 
of himſclfe 3 and yer he bclicyes * that God did 
not make himſelfe. 

8. Hebelieves that God is the Alphaand 
Omega,* the beginning and the end; and yet 
he believes that God had never a b:ginning, and 
ſhall never have end. | 


ee mn _ 


IT, 
Concerning God the Father. 


9. E bclicves that the power of God its 

common to the three perſcns; yer he 
believes, that the Father doth that which the 
Son and Spirit cannot( be ſaid to) de, 

10, He believes that the Father bcoate the 
Sonne; and yet he believes that the Father was 
not before he begate him. 

11. Hc believes that the Father is * greater 
then the Sonne; and yet he believes that thc 
Father ad the Sonneare (*) equal. 

12, He believes that. the Father is the firſt 
perſon in the Trinity; and yet he believes that 
the ſecond and third perſon are as (*) eternall 
as he. 

IIl 
Concerninz God the $1me, 


13+ T TE believes that the Father is not the 
L. £507 ; and yet he belieyzs that what- 
CO nnx 2" 


—C—C 
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Orthodox Par adoxes. 3 
ſoever the _ is, the _ is - ſame. - 

14. He believes that God hath no form; and « ; — 
yet = believes that Chriſt * was in the form of Phi. 2 a 
God. | 
15. He believes that in Chriſt there be two 
natures; and yet he belicyes that Chriſt is un- 
compounded, 

16. He believes that Chriſt is not God and , 
4 man; and yer that he is * God man. . 
17. He believes that the Sonre of God and 
the Son of the Virgin,is hut one Sonne. 

18, He —_—_ _ hriſt was of man, yet 
not by man 3 that he waz the * fruite of the 9 »a « 
andy but not the ſeed of the RP! F a p Fi, 

19. He believes that Chriſt remained what Luke, 42. _— 
he was, and without change became what he ** 1-17: 
Was 1Ot, 

20, Hebelieves that the * Father of etcr- To ; IN 
nity was born in time. hott 

21. He bclieves he who made man, was made Jn v 2 rg. 
man. 

22. He bclicyes that he who was bornc of mM pf 
the Virgin, did make his Mother. 

23. He bclieves that Chriſt was before ſown $4. 
rAbraham was 3 and yet he believes that Abra. ** 2 9 
ham was borne long before him. 

24. He believes thar Chriſt is the * #rt- ae9TTE, 
borne among many brethren ; and yer he believes $9 #: 3 
that all th orethren are (c) firſt-born. \ © Ronl. 8. 17, 

25, He bclieves that Chriſt was for 4 little * ®** 2,9 


. . F - 
time with men on earth ; and yer he believes DE2e 7 idem 


F 
zrJlewrg, 


that he was never wanting from God in Jon 3. 13- 
Heaven, 

26. He believes that Chriſt never offended Heb. 7. 26. 
his Fathe; 33nd yet he believes that Chriſt lay bp 
under his Fathers wrath, : . 


27. He 


4 


Matth-w 3. 17. 


Matthew 29. 45. 
d Johnyo 13 


x TheT. 2. 14,15* 


——- Cor, 15. 4- 
John 3c, 18. 


xg Matth. 28. 20. 
* £24 745. 
s Heb. y- 26, 23, 


n 1. 14- 
3z 13. 


Matthew » 23. 
Matthew 26. 11, 


Luke 1. 33- 
Revel. 5. 19. 


Orthodox Paradoxes. 


27, He believes that God the Father was 
alwayes well pleaſed with his Sonne 3 and: yer 
he believes that the Father once forſooke him 
in diſpleaſure. 

28, He believes(d)that no man tooke Chriſts 
life from him ; and yer he believes that the 
Fewes put him to death. 

29. He believes that Chriſt was dead;and 
yet he believes that Chriſt (c) aroſe by his own 

ower. 

F 30. He believes that "Chriſt went away 
from his Diſciples 3 and yer he belicves that 
Chriſt is ( f ) with them * to the end of the 
world. 

2 i, He believes that Chriſt made ſatisfaRi- 
on * once for all; and yet he believes that 
Chriſt doth make zntcrceſſion every day. 

32.He believes tharChriſt is in the body;yct 
not included in it 3 thar he is out of the body, 
yet not excluded from it. 

33. He believes that where ever Chriſt is, 
there is God-m:n 3 and yet he believes not that 
Chriſts humanity is every wherc. 

34, Hebelieves that Chriſt hath and ſhall 
have a Kingdome in this world ; and yet he 
believes that Chriſts Kingdome is not * of 
thy world, 


— - V_———mu_r_nmette net nn eee we — — YE_TLLrLO SY 


IV. 
Concerning God the Spirit 


35 HE believes that rhe Spirit proceeds 
{from the Father and the Sonne; and 
yet hz believes the Spirit ro be the (gz) ſame 


_ being 


——_— 


oy 
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Orthodox Paradoxes. 


being with the Father and the Sonne. 

' 36. He believes that God hath no corporeall Tuke24: 39. 
members; and yer he believes that the Spirit Luke 20,00 
is (*) the finger of God. UWaYN 

37. He believes that the Father ſent forth Cc IN 
the Sonne, and that the Sonne ſent forth the John 15 25 
Spirit ; and yer he believes that they were ne- 


ver ſeparated the one from the other. 


3 — r— v— ——_—_ OT emm——_ 
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Concerning Gods attributes. 


38, Hf; believes that in God, that which is 
underſtood,and that which underſftand- 1. 4 8 
(th is all one. 
39. He believes that there can beno Ideas 
fram'd of God, and yet he believes that God ig Joln « 8 
known. 
40. He believes that (þ) no man hath ſeen 1, joknr 18 
God at any time 3 and yet he believesthat Mo- 
ſesralk't with him * face zo face. Exodus 33 11 
41+ He believes that God can will nothing 28 DJ 
but good 3 and yer he believes that God wil- D? JD 
led that fin ſhould be in the world. EpheC, 1 21 
42. He belicves that Gods will and power 
are equal z and yet he believes that God cando 
what he neyer will do. ; 
43-He believes that God doth all that he wills 
to do3 and yet he believes that God wils thar Pat. 13; 6 
to be which he never doth. CEIF 20 
44- He believes thar Gods willing of fin is ra- 
ther a permiſſon then a willing and yer he be- 
lieves it to be a willing permiſſion. 
45- Hebelieves that Gods will is one; and 
yet 


Z Orthodox Paradoxes. 


yet that his will is 1412 fold, 

46+ He believes that though men leave the 
will of God undone, yet his will is never diſap- 
pointed. 

47. He bclicves that Gcd can do all things ; 
and yet he belicvcs there is that done in the 
world which God cannor do, | 

1 Tim 2 3 48 He believes that (7) God would that all 
men ſhould be ſaved ; and yet he believes that 
his will is not changed, nor fruſtrated though 
many are damned. - 

49. He bclieves that God wills nothing bur 

ivgs are_not juſt, what is jſt 3 and yct be believes that * juſtice 
god hen ©, $*;s no rule to God's will, 

them. and then they 5O, He believes that God is alwayes juſt ; 

I.w 6 n and yet he knowes that God (k) punitherh 
ſome men when they have done what he bid 
them do. 

51- He bclieves that holineſſe, mercy and 
juſticeare in God 3 and yet he bclieves thar 
there are no adjuns nor qualities in him. 

mM ona 5:. He believes that * zr repented God for 


'———H ek making man 3 and yet he believes thar God ne- 
yer changed his minde. 
i. a) 53. Hebelicves that God is ſometime angry: 
Ilay 27 4 & yet he believcs that there is no paſſion in him. 
Jehn 3 10 54. He knowes that the threatnings of God 
are nct alwayes fulfilled ; and yer he belie ves 
Titus 1 2 that God is alwayes faithful. 
OM 55. Hebclieves that God doth go and come; 
I Kings 8 27 and yct he believes that God neyer changeth 
laces. : 
| F 56. He believes that God - foreknew all 
As 1; 18 things 3 and wharever he forcknew tor be, muſt 


needs be 3 and yet he belieyes that Gods forc- 
knowledge was not the caule of their being. 
57, He 


» . 


iy W 


. Orthodox Paradoxes. 7 


57, He ſees that the things which God 
knows are variable and changing 3 and yet he 
believes rhat the knowledye of God never 
changeth. 

58, Hebelieves that God ſhews mercy even Em 9 
then when he executerh juſtice ;- and that God ,,@O. 
executes juſtice when he ſheweth mercy. 


Bccleſ,t 2 4 


— — —__ 


V I. | 


C oncerning E lefion. 
; 59 H;. believes that God is no * reſpefor of (54, oaxg- 


wy + 4D an 


perſons; and yer hebclicves that God ,-,- 
eleed ſome, and left others, when he found no aas w 34 
difference. 2 . © 7 
6d. He believes that none were (1) elcfed, =. 
but in and by Ch1iſt; and yer he believes that 1% 7 * 5 
Chriſt is not the caule of : leon. 
8 61. He believes that God never made any E**ca. 33 un 
 manon purpoſe to reprobate him3 and yer he 
believes that God ever purpoled to * reprobate SwSexiun'7er ; 


{ome men. 
VIL. 
Conceriing the Scriptures. 
62 E belicves that the Word of God is *{m n 6 


| Jrruez and yet he believcs that Gad doth 

net ſprakh the Word, becauſe the Word is true 3 
but that the Word is true, becaule God ſpeaks it. , & » 
63-He believes that * no man knows the mind 7 2» 16 
of God ; and yer he believes that the Scripture "8 vr _ 

contains his Will. 

64.He belicyes that the Scriptures were writ» 
ren 


Orthodox Paradexes, 


Nund, 20/18 ren by men ſubje& zo errour; and yet he believes 
Pſal. 19 78 thar there is no errour in them. 


65. He believes there is no contradiftion in 
4 Scripture ; and yet he finds the ſame thing 
n Gay ws  (m) commanded and (3) forbidden. 
66. He believes that the Scriptures are true, 
and that they are from God ; becauſe the world 
doth nor believe the m, 


VIIL. 


Concerning Creation, 


67 f- believes that God wrought ſix days 3 
and yet he believes that God kept an 
everlaſting Sabbath. 

68, He belicves that God created all things 
7n time 3 and yet he believes that all which God 
doth, is done in Eternity. 

Heb, 11 -3 1,769. He believes that nothing hath no good .in 
It 3 and yet he believes that God made all 
#ND 5 _ of nothing, and behold they were * very ) 
00d. 


70.He believes that God never ſpake 4 Word; 
"Pa and yer he believes thar all things were created 
Pe * by the Worl of his mouth. 
71. He believes that the Creation was ended 
m fix days 3 and yet he believes that Creation 
is continued in providence every day. 


rm —_— th —_— 


I X, 


Concerning Angels. 


oha 5 19, 21 42 H' believes thar rhe Angels are better 
weews 3.91. then himſelf; and yer he believes - 
e 


. 


= 
» 


Orthodox Paradoxes. 9 


{ef to be better then they. Hebſews 1 14 
73.He believes that Angels know GOD more 


n | perfe&ly then Saints on carth do z and yer he 
g [clieves (o) that to the _ 1s made known 9 _ _., EF 
mts the * manifold wiſdome of God. dota” ag 
; by the Saints the * manifold wif f Go > 
F — — Nuch varying wikdom, 
X, 
Concerning Man. 
74 HF: believes that man did enjoy bleſſed- 
neſle before he fell ; and yer he belicvcs 
{ that man was never ſure of bleſſedneſſe before he 
5 | boſtir. 
- 754 He believes that the two extreams of bee 
ing, matter and ſpirit be in man ; and yet he 
S believes that Man is but one being. 
| 76. He believes that man was made * after = —qHyyy 
Gods likeneſſe ; and yet he believes that when D 71 98 
man was made, he was not like tro God. Sis 3" 
77+ He bel ieves that every man hath a being ; 


1 
/ 
y . | yer hebelicves that (p) all Nations are lefſe then p Toy 42 15 77 
LN nothing-" hs 
; 78. He believes that there is but one God; 
| and yet he belicves that many(q)men are Gods. CEEEE - ©& 
79. He believes t hat he is to rclpe no mans Pevte » 17? 
{ | perſon; and yet he believes that he may reve- +5 15 
rence one man more then another. 
$0, He meos that he is a” to love all _— 
men * as bimſelf 3 and yet he believes that he : 
breaks no —_— though he hate — 


fome men with * a perfe# barred, * 911 Hart 
MV 


Plm 139 © 


XI, 


Orthodox Paradoxes, 


XI. he 


Concerning ſinne. L 


$1 E knows that he was not when eAdanÞ} © 
was 3 and yet he believes that he ſinned 


when Adam did. ri 
—— 9 8:, He believes thar fin had no being; and yet Y $6 
Plalm 44 21 he believes thatGod knows it. - A 


83. Heknows nor, nor can hardly perceive 
how he becomes a ſinner by generation ; and ye: 


Plam 51 $ he believes and (r) confefſeth that he was con- 

cerved and borne in fit. 9 
X11, 

thi 
Concerning the Law. ſti 

* 530g £09 - $4 [JE belicves that the* Law was from the be- 
for. my Dining; and yet he believes that it was || ® 
s John « 17 (s) firit gzven zo Moles. be 


85. He knows that when the Law was given, || J* 
—_ s Vis ſaid, dothis and live; and yet he bclieves 
| that there wasno (t) Covenant of works fince | ® 


0 Chriſt was promiſed, ſo 
as. 86. Hebcelieves that * Circumciſion is calt II .. 
our of the Church ; and yet he believes that eve- hi 

Phil, 3 3 ry Saint 154 i” clrcumci cd perſon. ' 
Matthew 5 17 87.He believes tharChriſt obeyed and(u)ful- Þ| ** 


| filled the Law for him 3 and yer he believes that | = 
Mathew 5 19 the law isto be (x) obſerved by him. 


pum"; 3 Ny 88. He believes the lawto be {/ y) aboliſhed 3 

Epheſ.2 is andyer hebelieves that Chriſt came not (4) 70 
2ameAD ont. deſtroy i:, | 
Matthew $ 15  89.He knows there is a * curſe denounced a- 9 

—  *Gal.z 19 gainſt them that break the Law 3 and yet he be- 

- R lieves 


— 


Orthodox Paradixes. 


teyes that himſelf hall nor be(a)carſed,though gs, , | 


he never kept it. 


90, He knows he cannot be juſtified by the gon z ul 


Law 3 and yet he believes that the (6) law _| 

rannot but juſtifie him. | , 
91. He eagerly purſues the (c) works of, 4, « u 

righteouſnefle 3 but doth moſt peremprorily re- 


jet rhe (4) rzghteouſneſſe of works. Phil. 3 9 
XII. 
Concerning Grace, 


92 LJE believes that Chriſt by his merits gpjec, x 
H, did purchaſe falyation for him 3 and $457 
yet he believsrhat his ſalvation is of * grace...  Epheſ. 2 8 
93. He: believes that God will not (e) acquitygunr z 
the wickedz and yet he believes that Gad (f)ju- Romans ok 
ſtifies * the ungodly.  ® ou; 


94. He believes that (2) by faith without the gamans 1 


works of the Law we are juſtified ; and yer he x 
_—_ that (h) faith without works doth not Janess 'z4 2 
JUIUNEC. ,- ; DTT 

95. He knows thar grace is much * reſiſted; ati 7 a 
and yer he believes that there is nothing works 
ſo * irrefeſtjbly. | 3 Cor, 5 14 
96. Hebelieves that he cannot be ſaved by 
his working 5 and yet he belicves that he is 
to (i) work out bis own ſatvation, With fear and Phil.» 
trembling. 


—— — — 


—— 


X1Vv. 
Concerning the Lords Supper and Baptiſm. 


97 [48 belicrs tharthey who are baptized may 


not be members of Chriſt;and yer believs 
B thax 


* 
s A 7 ow 
*7 ; 


17 _ Orthodox" Paradoxe. 
thar they who are baptized may be members of 
the Church. | 
- 98. He finds no expreſſe warrant for the 
 baptizing of aiy infants 3 and yet be finds that 
itis thought warranzable that ſome ſhould be 
baptized. | 
-- 9g. He believes that believers are much the h 
J better for bapriſm ; and yet he bdieves thar the 
" ake.9 a (k) waſhing of water doth them no good. 
co. He ens Chiiſt's fleſh, and drinks |. 
the blood of Chriſt, and lives by it ; and yet he 
never takes the fleſh and blood of Chriſt into 
: his mouth. 
- 201, He believes. that the bread and wine are 
| 'nor the body and blood of Chriſt ; nor thach . 
Chriſt is in them or under themz and yer ,, 
0 (1) when he takes them he partakes of Chriſt, 
bo” yea of the body and blood of Chriſt. 


——_—_— —_— — 


. 6g 0 
Concerning the Reſurrefion. 


$02 FJP knows that when he dies , his bo« 

T dy may conduce to the making up 
of' many beingsz and yer at the relurre- 
Rion- he ſhall haye all his, and they wan} 
none of theirs. *j 

103. Hebelieves that the Saints deceaſed 

want no happineflſe 3 anh yet he believes that 
they ſhall not (#) be made perfett till the re- 

feb, 11.49 « ſarre&ion. 


X VL 


3 7-5 YT 


Orthodox Paradoxes, - 


XVI. 
Concerning heaven aud hch, 


104 HE believes that in heaven his defire 

ſhall never want s,7 ar and yer 
he believes that ſatisfaf#7on ſhall never breed 
Caticty, 

105. He believes heaven to be Gods dwel- v91K5 
ling place ; and yer he belicves that the * hea- qh119 5 
ven of heavens cannot contain him. 

106. He believes that in hell finners are & 
ver dying; but ſhall never die. 

107. He believes that there is no goodneſſe 
in hell 3 and yer he believes that (z) God ig *fal 139 8 
there. 

The enfuing Paradoxcs I call Miſcellaneous, 
not obſerving order or method in the placing of 
them. 

The former are more Theoretical ; the fol- 
lowing more Prafical and Experimental. 


Miſcel[aneous 
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Miſcellaneous 


PARADOXES. 
PraQicall, 


OR F- 


A Believer clearing Truth by Exper» 
ence, though by ſceming ContradiQions. 


z E cries out what muſt I do 
zo be ſaved; and yet he 
never expeds to be (ayed 
by doings 

2, He knows that he is as 
much indebted to God as 
any man ; and yer he be- 
lieves that God will never 
charge the debt upon him as he will upon other Rom-8 3 -- 
men. 

3. Headmires God that he ſhews him mer- 
cy 3 and yet he believes that God could not be 
juſt if he ſhould not do it. _ 

4. He cnjoyes what he longs for ; and yet 
his ſoul keeps longing. 

5. He isevery day purging out the old lea-  , ,.. 
ven ; and yet he believes that he is unlequened., ** CAQTLIA 

6 He is every day indeavouring in the Noe with the fry bet 
aeks 


m, 3 26 


ſtrength of Chriſt to root finne out of him ; ge will 
and yer hg is contented it "om within rr. foratime, — 
D 3 whale 
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while God will ſuffer it to be there. 
7. He fears to commit finne more. then 41y 
man ; yer when 'tis commited there is zo mas 
Rom. 714.55 = Fears itleflethen he. : 
8. He prieres that ever he fnv'd at all ; and 


_ . yet _ God that he was once a ſinner. 
g. It ſads his foul that he hath diſhonoyred 
God by finning; yet it gltads his heart that God 
pun} is glorified by Pig fin. 


10. Helooks on himſelf as if he were the 
BITS chiefeſt of ſinners ; and yer he believes that God 
5 Tim. 2 13,14 1s ACCePtS him as if he had np fin at all. 
Rom, 7 3 .11, Heis often led captive by fin; and yer 
Rom. 7 2; &8 1,>3 is alwaystriumphing over it. 
: | 12- He confefſeth that he fins daily; and 
Rom-F 87 yer he (aiesthar it is not he. 

13, Heconfefleth himſelf ro be a Scarlets 
finner; and yet looks on himſelf as a milke- 
white Saint. 

6 14. He believes that God hath forgotten his 
$31? NI 227 ms will remember it no more ; and yet he 
1 ot ljeves - God ſees _ him. 

yarsidtvo 15. He knows that he is borz of Godzund yet 
4% T7 "I he findes by experience that he ſinneth. , 

16. He is aſhamed that he is 2 finner; and 
yet is not aſhamed to conteſle himſelf a ſinner, 

17. He would not fin azainſt his God, be- 
cauſe God loves himz and yet he doubts not but 

flof. 3 2 God loves him though he fin againſt him. 
i... 18, He believes that God lets no mans fin go 
Vaipide, negnines 3 and yet God winkes at ſome mens 
—— fins. 

' T9. Heoften-times doth weep for ſortow; 
| and. yet he rejoyceth when he weeps, | 
0 f 20, He knows that he is not as yer deliver 'd 
| from fears; and yer he believes that he is a 
ver" 
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. Orthodox" Paradaxec. 19 
wer'd from what he fears. Jes 3 19 
21, He affeRs and ſtrives to be the higheſt 
Saint; and yer is contented ta be the loweſt. 
22. He is oftemtimes diſappointed of his 
ind joyes; and yer he always joyes in his difappogyt- Heb. 3 17 
ments, | 
= 23. He,is willing to dze daily.z yet daily y,f* Mukegr. 
prayes to live longer. =hL 
24. He accounts his life but as a bubble; and CEQA 
che yet he prizeth it above the whole world. 
od 25- He cannot ſay he ig dead; and yet he dies 
daily : and though he live; yer he faies that it is *% 2 
£1 812 
26, He believes that he ſhall once die; and 
nd yet he believes that he ſhall 1zve with God for 
ever. 
i- - 27. Hedares not put himlelf to death, le 
©-F he ay and yet he thinks he fins if he die not 
_& daily. 
a 18, He knows that though he die, death 
he W cannot take away his life. 
29. He accounts himlelt leſſe then the leaff 
of all mercies, and yet he looks on the greateſt as 
his due. 1 Cors 3/24 28 
d + 30. He knows himſelf tobe a King; and yer *** * © 
eefaſah not to be any mans ſcruans. | 


_- 31. He believes that he is a Prieft to God; ge, , 6: 
1 and yet he ſhould fin, if he offer'd ſacrifice. 
32, He hath nothing of his own; yet all 
oF things ace his : he is often in wants ; yer Rill 4- 
v8 bounds, 
33. He lives when he hath no lively hood , Bios opts Big 
NY andis mintaie'd, though he want muintenance- | 
34. When the Irons do enter into bis ſoul, yy 
they do not rouch his inward man. | 
35- He may be impriſoned, yer never depri- 
Ned of liberty. B 4 36. 


+=” 


—O_— 
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Mat. 35 39 
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Ortbodox Paradoxes; 
36, Men may ki} him; bur they cannot hure 


him. | 
37, He may be bound hand and foot; yet can- 


- not be hindred from walking wirh God. 


338. Men may caſt him out of houſe and 
home; but they can never baniſh him from his 
inheritance. | m3: 2 

39+ He prayes that bitter Cups may paſſe 
from him ; and yet be would not have his own 
will done. 

40. He hath a will of his own, and follows 
it ; and yer he is ruled by anothers w1ll. | 

41. He doth all the good he doth out of 
choiſe; and yet he cannot chuſe but do ir. 

42+ Heis never willing to be alone z yer of- 
ten refuſeth to be with company. 

' 43+ Heloves nothing bur what he knows; 
and yet there is*what he loves beyond what he 
knows. 

" 0s wes Liews that which BOS for; and 

keeps feeking when he hath found, 

ic. He believes that he goes not to heaven 
for balineſſe ; and yet he believes that he can- 
not £0 there without it. 

= He ſees reaſon enough why God may 
damn him ; but he ſees more hes: why God 
ſhould ſavehim. 

47. He dares not juſtifie himſelf; yet cannot 
think that God will condemn him. 

43. He diſowns all the duties he performes; 
and yet believes that God doth own them all. & 

' 49, He is ſometime without bread to put to 


= mouth; and yer he fares: deliciouſly every | 


y, 
50. He ſees God in all his providence; yet 
neyer beheld him with his eyes. 4 


Orthodox Paradoxes. 
-$1. Heconfeſſeth that his heart ſometime 
commits Idolatrous. Adultery againit God ; and 
1- et he believes that God will never give him 
a bill of 4tvorce. : 
d 52. He knowes God's dwelling is not with 
is Y fleſh; yet an heart of fleſh is his 3. Fallen 
"53. Temprations are agriefe to him; and 
ſe | yer * he rejoyceth though he fall into many ju 1 > 


& 7705 &,010Y. 


n | temptations. T4904) yeegy, 
54. He is one thatdoth live on earth;but hath &c. * © 
's B his * converſation in heaoan, Tears 


55. He believes that no man can be borne Phil 3 35 * 
of twice; and yet he believes that every Saint is 
borne againe. 
f- 56, He believes that there is more in Chrilt 
then he needs; yer leſſe then all will not con- 
tent him, nor ſerve his turne. 
fa 57. He believes that all other Saints beſide 
himſelfe are filled with the fulneſſe of God ; 
d and yet he believes that himſclte hath never 
the leſle. 
58. He believes that no man can ſee God and 
8 live; yer his life is in ſeeing God. 
59. Hebelieves that God faves men freely; egy, + , 
y and yet he bclieves that Chriſt bought ſalvati- 
I on for them. 
69. He believes that God will reward him 
t for all he doth for God ; and yet whatſoever he 
doth for God, Gd doth it in him. WW 
61, He believes that God is always giving 
out himſelf ro the being of creatures and fairh 
of Saints; and yer remains 45 full as ever he 
was. 
62. There is nething ſo c/ezr to him as god- x 
lineſſe; and yet there is nathing more »yſteri- 44 $57 vos» 
Pee | OO Bren frvguprey 
63, 


av oder: 149g 


tTim. 2 8 


Luke 17 »o 
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Orthadex Paradexes. 
G3. There is no man denies rar. bur ke, 
and yet there is no man ſecks himſelf ſo much 
as he. 
64. He ſometime miſſeth what he would 
have; and yer he thinks not his will to be there- 
1n crolt. | 

65. He knows he doth not live by bread; and 
yet he cats it to maintain his life. 

66. He believes that his Prayers do purchaſe 
him nothing 3 and yet he could not (d) expe& 
to enjoy what he doth if he did not pray. 

67. He is by the Spirit (e) led intodutics, 
and led out of them by the ſame Spirit. 

68, He cannot —_— what he knows in 
believing 3 and yer his knowledge by faith is as 
clear as any demonſ{ration. 

69, He believes that his qualifications do not 
cauſe Gods love; and yet he might queſtion 
way God lov'd him, it he were not (f) qua» 
lified. 

70.He prizeth righteounſeſſe at an high rate 3 
and yet he accounts his righteouſneſſe no 
betrer then * dung. | 

71. He knows that he can neyer attain to the 
perfefticn of God 3 and yer he labours to be pey- 
fet? 25 God ts perfedt. 

72, He is of all men moſt humble; yet 
none hath an heart ſo (h) lifted up as he, 

73. Hedrinks gall and wormwood, yer ac- 
counts tt {wecter then the boncy or the honey- 
combe. 

74. There is none (o vile 2mong men as 
hez yet there is none among men {ſo bo- 
nourdblce 

75. He thinks highly of himſelf, though the 
world deſpife him 3 and yet deſpiferþ himlelf, 
though 


 — 
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Orthodox Paradoxes. 
he, h God think highly of him, 
ay He is the meekeft man upon all the carthz 
yet none {o angry as he. 
77. He would willingly be the beſt of Saints; _ 
yet is "_ that every one ſhould be berten 
then himſelf. 
nd BY 78.He believes tharGod doth always hear his 
P rajers; and yet he often goes without that he 
ale Nl prays for. 
e&> B 79. Thereare none ſo much in love with 
peace as he ; yet none maintain ſuch a con{tanr 
es, BN warre. 
80. He believes that he ſhall never be infinizes 
in I} and yer he belicves that he ſhall be filled with an 
as i infinite God, 
$81, * He is careful in nothing; yer none (o ,,, a 


or © careful as he. * ” O67 
n | 32. He believes that though he lie in the 
7 i (7) grave athouſand years yer he ſhall bewith ,,, _ _ 
God as (4) ſoon as he dies. aa Es 
'$ 83, Heeſteems his name as 4 precious oynt- 


o I ments yet cares not who reviles _ 
84, He is importunate to prevail with God; ,, , S__ 
e I andyet he thinks not to noel * for his im- = Tu EVEt= 
- 8 fortunity. _— 
85. He believes that none knows the heart but 
t i God; andyet he meers with many Saints who 
can tell him his heart. 


- 86, He believes 'tis life eternal to know God ; 

- I and yet he accounts it his happineſſe zo be 
known of God, 

; 87. He finds that grace never waxeth old, 


though it be ever growing ; but that the elder 
"ris, the newer 'tis. 

- 88, Hebelievcs that a man converted is the 
ſame man that he was before; and yer he _ 
' tnat 
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that he is mere nan, and more then matt. 
$9. He doth not know his own wants, antffl-' 1 
yet he makes them known to God. & 
go. He is no Prophet, and yet his prayers al 
x John 5 »g (1) Prophecics. lea 
91. He is afraid to think of God leſt keÞſl ov 
wrong him z- and Jer believes that he ſhonld 
wrong God, if he ſhould not think of him. mi 
92.He knows that 7dzots are not fit for Coun-iſ| ye 
\vExr, 1.37 ſellors, and (m) yet our of them God takes his * 1 
Sages. - | 
-— He finds that the love of God hath tii 
beighth and depth without ends ; length with- 
outfoints ; breadth, yet no lines : that it is nd 
(*) circular, yet fills every angle. fo 
94. He would be an; thing rather then 0- 
thing ; yet he would be nothing if that may ex-| in 
alt his God. | 01 
95. He believes that man's will doth freeh 
turn to God; and yet that man hath no al 
Fil. 2 13 (*) freewill ro turn to God. 6 
96, Hegives no price for grace;. and yet he © tl 
values it above all price. | 
97. He loves the conſolations of God; but Iſ- & 
the God of conlolation is his love. z1 
93. He fears God; and yet is not afraid of 
God. { 
99, He knows that fimilitude hath ſome love» Y & 
t 
d 


Eablcma #ternitatis. 


lineſſe in it ; yet he doth account hypocriſie the 
more o4ious, becauſe of its fimilitude to Re- 
ligion. 

100, He believes that ſome have grace who © 
eannot define it ; and that ſome can define it 
who have it not. 

191. He is always in pilgrimage; and yet he 
is never from homcs 


192, 
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antÞÞ-' 102.He believes * that God rempresh noma ; jane 1 1g 
& yer he believes that *Go4 tempred Abraham: Gea. 12 x 

ar 103. He is very jealows leſt God ſhould 
leave him; andyet he believes that God will 

le never doit. 

nd 104. He believes that having made a pro- 
miſe, he ought to be as good as bis word ; and * 

ui} yerbethinks he may go from bis word togoro ly -. - 

his * truth « Magit amica vere 
 .1c5. He believes that a Saint hath a woca- 

2h @ 7i0x on earth; but that earth is his Avocatior. 

th-Y. 106. God hath commanded ——_ _ his 

is & neighbour; and yet God requires * 4k his heart; 
for himſelf F 229 25 

10- 107. He ſees much folly in the world and 

x- much confuſion; and yet he ſees wiſdome and 
order therein. 

ely 108, He cannot think that his ſoul was ever 

ot abſent from his body fince it came in; yer he - 
finds it often ſo drawn out to God, that he eyen 2 Cor, > 2 þ 


1c MW thinks it ſeparated. ks « mid 
| 109. When his obedience is moſt compleat, » e V 
it Y- he doth nor rejoyce in thar; and though it be b 


incompleat,he can rejoyce notwithſtanding that. zum, 7 », , 
f = When he is moſt inlarged, - his td, 
ſoule is upon the wing in Prayer, he doth nor 
- & believe his acceptance for that; when he is at 
ec & the loweſt and moſt confin'd, he believes 
-  «ceptancenorwithitanding that. 
111. He knows that he was once an en 
» to God; and yet he belieyes thar God was 
t ver an enemy to him. 
' - 112, He knows that God did never 0 
him;and yet God intreaty him 10 be reconciled. 
113, * He hath an eye to thc recompence of re= "61g Thu wa, + 
ward, and yer he looks after nothing bur Gods wodba; as: 
| I14. ” 
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114. He believes chat all Seinrs have a 5 
, for God, yet all that have a $cale for Gor - 


not _ i — bo 
. I15, He believes t things are otder 
NY Sn }by providence;yer __ —_ ng YAeth to 
16. He looks dy pony _—_— F 


yet his che never So 
#17. He is one that acconnts - ul age 
r Chriſt ;. yet accounts not 4 
Y- 
118. He believes char every Sairit is careful 
20 avoid fin; yer every one that is catoful to 4 
void fin is not a Saint. 
I19. There is nothing hinders acceptance but 
ſing yet fin doth not hinder his accceptance. 1 
120, He hath no ſufficiency of bis own; ' and 
* yet he # ableto do all things. 
121. He is no man-ſerver; and yet he is wils 
ling to ſerve any man. L 
122. He is one who & nothing, hath nothing, 
can do nothing; and yet no man #, bath or ca 
do ſo much as he. 
123. He i what he was not, and 5 108 what 
be was; andyer Rtill is the ſane man. 
_ © 124 He works not for wages; yet hath an PI 
t0 the recompence of reward. 
125. He defires\ not ro g/orifie God that by 
be glorified of God ; but w be glorified 4 
,that he may glorific God, 
26, He is one wholives to die, and dies to. 
ez yea he is dead while he lives, and IZvgs 
he dies. 
He is one who lives i another and for an- 
dther ; He ſeeks not bimfelf when he aims molI” 
at his own good : God is his aff, and his af is: 
God's , he aimsar noend but the gry of os | 
ofwhich there is no #74. 
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"IT rinmph of Aſſurance, _ 

" Over the IV 

Law, Sin, the World, Wants, 
and preſent Injoyments. 


Hen the All-bleſſed Spirit of 
the ever living and ever-lo- 


(© ving God hath given histe- 
BD ſtimony and ſet his Seale to 
y AS the ſouſe, which before ſat 


quavering and trembli 

| the doore of hopc, that 
doth own, accept and pardon it : when he co 
aud kiſſeth it with the Tſe of his mouth, 
poures out the ſavour of bis ſweet oyntments 
BY @nit, Oh ! whar a * calme is therein th j 5, 
” & Oh what Halcyon days doth ir then live in | Ii 44+ 
 ioys a Fubilee in every moment : - Oh he | 


a6 


LL 


forth from among the clefts. (a) Let me ſee thy. 
face; for ſweet 1x thy voice, an4 thy countenance 


The Triumph of Aſſurance. 
haly claſpings and celeſtial interweavingg 
love { Ohthe breathings and mutual ſrear 
inss forth of love, that are between God ar 
this ſoul | Oh the incfable myſtery which liz 
iti their reciprocal injoyment ! you; (nay-i 
ſelf) can ſcarcely tell, who injoyes, and who 


»+4s injoy'd 3 who fills, —_ is filled 3 , whe 
po 


ofleſieth, and who is poſleſied , there is duch 

ritual m7xture in their union, withogr® con- 

lidn -or compolition.” Time ſtealerh away in 
thefe injoyments, arid i$ not perceived, the ſoul 
is ſobufily imployed, in taking in, and going 
out to G2d. Houres are not accounted for mi- 
nures, nor days for houres 3 it rather ſeems an 
Eternity then Time. Oh how doth the foul 
dance and leap for joy within itſelf, ar the 
harmantious melody , and well-tun'd Muſick, 
which is plaid within it by the finger of God | 
Ohthe heavenly u_ which ariſcth in it, 
from the gentle zouches of the Spirit upon the 
tender con{cience ! Oh how is it raviſh'd with 
the ſhining forth of the rayes of light, and the 


s &amoris flowerings forth of fove.* the ſoul forgets its 
\ 


felf to mind its God, or rather minds it ſelf in 
minding God. Aml in heaven, \or is. heaven: 
inme? is Time gone up, or Eternity come 
down ? Oh what a concentring of eines do 

find within me ! methinks I. ſee-the firſt 
of Canaan, brought into my hungring 
e, upon the Staffe of conlolation, by the two 
porters of the Saints, Chriſt and the Spirit, 
thinks I hear my Beloved calling, Ariſe ny 
, my dove, my fairc one, and come away ; come 


epmely; Ariſe my love,and come away. Oh _ 


T_— Yr 


& 
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© The Trinmph of Aſſurance, 
do the love-ſpeaking words of Chrift afte& the 
hearr, and even tranſport the ſoul into admira- 
tion ! all the pangs of the new-birth, all the 
throws of its travel : all its after-births of ſor- 
row are now forgotten, and ſv.allowed up un 
raviſhment, in captures, for joy that this man- 
child of aflurance begorten by rhe Spirit of G2d, 
is at laſt bornc into the ſoul ; the ſoul is now 
ſurrounded with the glittering rays of the Sun- 
beams of love;. it even weeps for joy; it is even 
ſick of love, while healed by it. Now it begins 
to feaſt it (elf on loyes, and to chear it ſelf with 
the bridegrooms voice, 

My beloved harh pronounced me faire, and Cznt.4 7 
there is no ſpot in me: now the day of mine e- 
ſpouſals is come; wherein all the hidden 2rea- 


- 


S 


ſures, all the precious jewels, all rhe voſt poſ- baew'nuad. 


(eſſions, all the ſparkling beauty, all rhe glorious 
bolizeſſe, all the divine wiſdom, all the all ſuffi 
cient power, yea all the all of Chriſt is made 0- 
ver to me. What ſhall I tear now,who am more 


then 2 Conquecrour? what ſhall I want,who have ,7-1 opyy7s, 
all things richly to injoy? who ſhall lay any thing gomans 8. 37 


to my charge, being freed from al! my finne ? Som. 8. 33, 


what ſhall hurt me, what ſhall daunt me, who 
hae love to centinell, and power to guard me ? 
Iam one wich love, and nothing ſhall diffolve 


this Knot of love 3 nothing ſhall ſeparate be- Ronas 8 35 


awcen my Beloved and me : for he is mine, and 
T am his for ever. 
Now I ſhall in ſhort lay down how ſuch a 


. Saint to-whom the Lord by his Spirit hath gi- 


ven teſtimony of his union wirh Jeſus Chriſt, 
is born,above the Law, above 6nne , above 


, wants and troubles, above the world, yea above 
+ What he-hath from God here in grace:and! by 


grace, - C _ * Lh% 
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vo 

His Triumph over the Law. hy 

| | . W 

HY Fe Law is fo farre from being a Boanerge: © th 
#© to ſuch a Saint, that it ſpeaks him fair, and «1 
Cal 533 cals him bleſſed 5 the Law comes not to him i © 


f of old from Sinai) with terrible thundrings; | F 

II PNDDY but ir paſſerh by as a ſtill voic : being filenc'd ] u 

| by Jeſus Chriſt, who hath Rtopt its mouth and Þ 1 

ſeal'd it up from curſing. Do #þj; and live, C 

js no Law to him ; and curſed be every one tha b 

abideth not in all things of the Law 10 do them, ih 

infers no curſe upon him 3 ſuch ſtatutes are all Y 

repeal'd as to him 3 and thedate of all ſuch pa-{ ( 

rents is expir'd. "The Law cannot without in-M 1 

juſtice ſerve an arreſt on him as an uririghteous Y 1 

erſon ; C——_ be not as yet without finne, I - 

or the large bills of indiffment which the Law I | 

had to charge upon him, are all cancel ; and i= | 

what ever it plead againſt him, it can never cat I | 

him. He hath an everlaſting Councellour, a  * 

righreons Advocate 3t Gods right hand : yea 

and Gods diſcharge within his own breaſt for 

his Acquitranee. Free-grace doth: claſp trim 

within her armes as her hearts-delizht ; mercy 

embraceth and emboſomes him as her deareft 

darling; and for grace and mercies ſake,the very 

haben vi Judge & juſtice it ſelf is become/his friend. So 
Wa, that though he be found a breaker of the Law ; 

| yet a pardon makes np that breach: and rhat the 
Law may not ſuffer wrong, nor have any com- 
_ to make, the debt F paid by his ſurety for 
im 5 which gives God as much content, and 
makes as much to the Saint's diſcharge, as if 

he 


* 
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| be himſelf had pvid the delz 3, yea, Jeſus Chriſt 


_ock mon God ver - ary _ ever the 

aint by breaking the Law di im wrong: 

had God is more contented, and better pleas's 

with the [arisfefFio of Chriſt, then he was ef- = 
ther diſcontented or diſpleaſed for the breach of 

the Law. So that the Law may with as much 

equity curſe Chriſt himſelf, as curſe the Saimr, 

For as Chriſt was in the world , n——_ 

and acceptable, yea «ltogetber lovely in his Fa- 

thees eye : ſo 1s the Saint in Chriſt and for gee is 
Chriſt: And of this righteouſneſſe hath Chriſt mrizi, ” 
himſelf convinced the world, in that he isto fit 

for ever at his Fathers right hand in glory : to Phit.2 8, g 
which honour and dignity he had never been 

(as now he is in the behalf of Saints )advanced, 

if he had nor fulfilled his Fathers will,and paid 

all ducs and demands to the utmoſt farthing. 

And on this account ; though a Saint cannot 

keep the Law, his rightcouſneſſe is not(though 

his obedience be) the lcfle compleat : for he is 

compleat in Chriſt who bath outlaw'd the Law, romanss. 5 
and turned the curſe into a bleſſing; and though 

a Saint cannot be juſtified by the Law, —_ 

Lay it {elf cannot bur clear him, and give him 64 g. s, s;3 
the white ſtoxe of abſolution. . 


— 
OE 


IT, 
Hk triumph over fonne 


WF He firength of ſrune which & the Law, be. * 
ing taken away, fin it ſelf is the lefſe dreads SeNrguary 


full, The Saint is already fred from finne, am? P & pap» 
though he be nor as yer free from fiuning, He lax... 
C z car Aun.6.7. 


” 
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30 . Triumph of (i HYAnce, / 
tan therefore rejojce in his ſpirit, though finne 
[ an ill neighbour] dwell in the fleſh 3 ' for he 

hath'more gcod in Chriſt for him\then there is 
cvill in finne againſt /him 3 and 'God is more 

pleas'd with him for C briſt's ſake. then he was 

diſpleas'd with him for ſon's ſake, *Tis true, 

he would not ſinne againit his God who loves 
him, and yet he doubts not but God- loves him 

though hc fanne, 2gainſt him. He knows that 
God would ncver have left finne in him, if he 

could not have lov'd him notwithſtanding thar, 

Though he be| oh that he were not !]fairhleſſe; 
and act [ch that hedia not <7] unbecoming a ſ n 
Sonne 3 yet his God is f-irhiul, and will never 
If; 63. 16 a&t unbecoming a Father, Moreover he ſees 
' that God orders this very corruption to his own 
plory, and many times w.eth his finning to kill 
is ſenne. It mokes much to his ſorrow , that 
his heart is falſe 3 but it makes more to his joy, 
that his Goi 13 true : it ſas him much that he 
is fo finful 3 but it much more glats him thar 
oF Cor. 1. 59 Chriſt is holy : for this holinefſe being made 
| . his, it isas much for his acceptance and ſalya- 
- tion, as it tte himſelf were withonr finne. He 
3 ſhall ere long be rid of, ſer free from, and tri- 
umph over this body of death, which- makes Il 
much to his joy ; and in the interim he is nce i wv 
Joyleſſe 3 tor his intereſt in God doth abide as 
furc, as if there were no fſuine within him. Sin 
may interrupt his communion ,. it ſhall never 
break oft his un70n with God, Were his finnes 
Care 15. 56,78 ten thouland times ten thouſind more then they 
+, are, hecould laugh them all to ſcorne, eventhen 
when he mourns over them; in regard: of ' J 
prejudice or impediment they can be to bis e-* 
-verlaſting ſafexy, Gods hea:t is ſo ſet upout) 
limp? 
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The Triumph'of Aſſurance,” \3T 
kim; Gods affeftions .are :fo' glue; to him'; : 
Gods bowels do ſo yernme towards him 5 that Hoſe: 11.3 + 
is BY however God finde him, he will never forfake 2 + * 
re Him ; having raken him for better for worſe. 
as  Nay;'I addr, that God may as well forlake his yhi z 5 
e,  own- being -and 'ceaſe to :be Gd, as :fonſake a 
es | Sainrnorwithſtanding finnes abiding in. hin. 
m | So that the - Saint: takes | more incouragemene {547-8 
ar from God'then diſcouragement from: finne }for 
he £ though the Ocear of his ſinne be deep ; yet tlie 
at, W deep fea 'of Gods mercies ifbottomlette. - £ 
1 Though his Gnne reach unto the clouds; the 
» 2 MW mercies of his God are above the heavens: 

'er © though his finne over flows him; yet thegrace fomans 5-29 

&s of his God over-flowshisgfih-+ in tine, Chiifts : Tim. 1.14 

vn I righteoufneſſe hath ſo: @ur'd. bis ſenne , that v ojp*AcUrane, 
ill BY God can-fee none. in him, which is not ſatisfied > 1912317, 18 


Iſai. 49. 14,1y.* 


cat WM for, and pardoncd. : | 11%, 4 
y, LIL it 700, I 
he P.M (0 
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de 4? $913 Bi! ("12 SOT T0 "4 {4 26.k _— = 
a- Hgs Triumph over teants dnd troubles.: (lt # 

Je W_*: 21h 25 oc nod wilt 0 bit. | 
'j- S for 'his wants and. troubles, he i8>nox 

es troubled arthem:3 but; bids | all welcome 

ct I with his, *ho will of the Lord be done, +. ' 74: 

as | He: hath amore comfert: -1n5 his Benonzes, 

in I thoughcthey:be ſonnes of ſorrow ;- then: others 


tave ins their'Benjamins, though they be ſoogcs 
of the right) hand. 'Though it be ſome-time 
-lw-witer: with him, and his ;comforts ebbe 3 


. 
= at lh ſpringsof his -jay and conſolations $ 


Fr of 
At nobloſty but (wallowed up. inthe Ocean, gb ph 
;4wherothey arc reſerved: fortiign t # 


% 
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The Triumph of Aſſur ancy, 
Subjel8 of comfort, yer his comfort is al 

fure in the Objei? * faith and * rry 
him even then rod its hid from him, He 


knows what gloomy dayes and id rh 


mean as well as the 
faireſt mornings; and is not —_— 
thereat. He would not bedelighted in unleſt 
God will ; 'cis the will of God he looks after, 
and how it comes he cares not ; wherkier clo} ir 
 — —_— 'To have any H 
ag er nottlngs 25 Shou or to want; to h: 
rejoyce or be forrowful ; to be full or empty; th 
to faſt or to feaſt ; to live or die, is all ove to al 
him who accountsnothing his joy but is, to ac 
be in all things as God would have him Hef to 
is one thar would nor be at his own oboyce, bur fl fa 
ne ik determination. if God an 
end him comforts, he accounts not them, bat co 
God his comfort ; and if God take them away cv 
he isnot difplealed, for he is nor comfortleſle in he 
Wa 
he, 
for 
wi 
(' 
G 
is 
Ge 
fall 


their abſence. = fs not = 60-AI'< bu bee 
ing over- == irit, he can take any 
77 Ant W Are a 2a wo wellpleaſcd 
with ea an. as —_—_ 
ivcsto.liim. He knows he is alwayes goin " 
z and whether his way be pared; 
Ww denſe; trew'd wich or beſet i 
Ro ';all one to him : Gods will: is wel: 
Come ra drink ro gs whether 
it ought iN old or glafſe. He loves nothing 
> _—_— = thing as Gods: allow 
ance. HK God will avs as} ara te wil 
| rtoyke ray; , he will ftay ;3Þ 
jpare-be cloves, If God ſtand fhil, BY 
text, andſtir-not. He 'ofretr nes 

_—_ yer ie; for though ox 


..05 "+ 
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mes 
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have the things, they want the. comfort; 

though he want the things, yet he hath the 
com therefore he can part with his 
xr os ents, and trample upon his choi(- 

comforts, when God calls for them ; as be- 
ing more willing that God ſhould be glorified 
in their abſence, then himſelf comforted jn their s Corug,y.} y 
preſence. It his comfort cannor be wrapt up 
in the glory of God, he cares nor for cm 
He would be nothing but what God would 
have him, and that he would willin ly be, 
though 'rwereto lie forgotten and forſaken of 
all his friends and comforts all his dayes. He 
accounts it berter to be preleryed in brine, then 
to rot in hon-y. He knowecs that whatever his 
face be, Jeſus Chriſt will be Fellow-(Commeonr, 
and he doth nor much care if he have no orher 
company. Hcknows God loves him,and whar- 16i. 43, 2j 
ever God do to him,or where-ever he ſend him, 
he will never hurt him. He ſees abundance in 
wants; he ſees injoyments in diſappointments; 
health in ckneſſe 3 life in death ; and there- 
fore is not ſollicitoxs which be his caſe 3 but pcumy;. 2; 
with an holy celeſneſſe truſts himſelf with 
Gods diſpoſing. When he is at the higheſt; 
God is his triumph ; and ſo God is when he ,g,,, v4 
is at the lowelt : He neyer is bappy but in his id 
God, he never wants bappincſſe (whar ever be- : 


fall him) if he have his Gd. ; 


IV. 
His Triumph over the world. &. + 


Pail, 1, 18, 0, 27 
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| He glory of the world, which leads captive wed 
ll © ſo many hearts, takes no hold of his : f6; ©%#45. 
"x" : C 4 where 
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9Intus exiſtensprohibet 
alicaun. 


Heb, 17. 24 


Phil. 3.8 
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where would it *enter ? all his ſenſes are locks. 


up in his ſoul, and that's * full of Chriſt, who 
keeps out all things elſe from coming in. , His 
eycs are like the Sun-flowers which d n to 
every blazes bur only to: the light and beat ff 
the Sunne of righteouſneſſe. His eares are ſtopt 
from hearing (with delight) any ſound bur the 
ſpeakings of God,and the [ccret whiſpers of the 
brit. His palate can relliſh nothing like the 
heavenly Manna, the feaſt of fat things which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. There is no ſmell tike the 
ſmell of Chriſts garments. And whateyer he 
feels, *ris but -2s Eſau's hand, rough and hairy; 
beſide the ſmooth and filken,the white and finc- 
wrought linncu of the Saints. As for other 
things, whatever the world holds out to in- 
vor. him withall, he can paſſe ir by with an 
holy/ſcorne. He is not arleifure to trifle away 
his time inplaying with pebbles, having Jewels 
and Pearls to look after. He hath ſecne the 
glory of the Lord, and all other ſhinings are but 
ſha1ows in his eyes. That which others court 
with dazled eyes, he doth not account as worth 
a glance of his. The Sunne which ſhines and 
givcs light ro him, doth [contrary to the natural 
${n] darken earth, and make heayen only to 
be glorious He knows that God allowes the 
doggs under his table ſuch bones to pick as the 
world is; as for his parr, -he hath daintics to 
live » for Jcſus Chriſt is his daily bread. 
'Eggor(ilver and gold which he calls riches; 
*ris not advancement which he calls honour; 
'tis not learning which he calls wiſdome 3 he 
can be (yea he is) rich, honourable and wiſe 
without them, and all -in Chriſt He looks 
on theſe things to be (as ſome lay of the raine- 
bow) 


MW | 


' 
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bow) a refle&ion of colours, not reall, as they 


appear. All the beauty of the world 'tis bur 
is W skin-dcep, a'Sun-blaſt defacerh ir ; yea, -I] the * Seprficiar 


to | glory of the world is in a continnall fluxe, and "RE 
*f  (Fke time it ſelf) hath no other being bur a 
pt WW paſſing away All that the world hath is but 19- 
Tames 1,19, xt , 


he WM thing yarniſht over ; a Tobu and Bohu in a 
1c I comely garbeza meer Chaos in an orderly drefſe; 
ne Bl *is but 25 a picture drawn in Sand or Ice,whoſe 
h W very ground hath little foundation. *Tis a 
1C mezr vanity, which if it be any thing,is a ſome- 
he I thing worle then nothing. Pompe is but phan- ,, 

1: B fie; Gold is bur duſt ; Fame is but breath, and mage & 
c- | praile a blaſt ; the worlds ſweet is bitter ; its JDN 
er | love loveleſle ;, its ſplendor darknefſe 3 irs ful- yayyy. 

n- M nee emorineſle ; its all nothing. If any thing — 
n more, *ris | Chimera-like]made up of thoughts. Ens rationis, 3 
oy And a Saint: can as well fcel on the Ea'-wind, 

ls as any of theſe things 3 which will all prove 

he WY like the dreamers fealt, that fills rhephanſie,and 1;1,1,. 8 


ut MY leaves the Romach empty. Farewell world, 4:8 

rt ITT ME y 

th 
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. His Triumph ovcr preſent injayments. - 

ie He worſt of Enemies that he hath to in- 

Ic counter with, is a ſelf-flattering h-art ; 

0 which would have him reſt in what he hath 

1 received: but the ſpirit of God is ſtranger 

F; then ſelfe , and out-workes yea works-out (ach 

*- BY biſcand carnall imaginations. So that he can- 

Je not. build his Tabernacle here , becauſe his ; 

e' manſions ave in heaven. *Tis not his light, bur ” 

es tbe God of light ; *ris not his comfort , burthe jar. g, 24,0, L- 

fe Gad of comfort 3 'tis not his graces, but the rv 4, 
Le . Gd os 

——_—_—— 
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himſelfe , wherein he can quiet and repoſe 
his ſoule. All his graces are but weddrng attire; 


he cannot be fully ſatisfied , tjll he come to 

injoy the marriage-bed,the very beſome of God, 

E Alas ! his fulleſt barnes of grace , which are 

the fruitfull harveſt of the ſeed of God , are but 

gleanings to what he expe&s. His joyfull 

ſprings of delight which he here injoyes, are 

ut leafe-caſting Auzumnes, nay but nipping 

winters , in compariſon of htat everlaſting 

ſummer , which he lookes to injoy in an etcr- 

nity of the funny ſhinings of Gods face upon 

him, His Sabbath-dayes , wherein his ſoule 

keeps holy-day with God , are but mimutes in 

regard of that never ending Fubilee which he 

expeReth . He bath rivers of joy here , burhe 

eſteems them as a few drays in regard of that 

bottomleſſe Sea of God-injoyment , wherein 

he longs to bathe his ſoule. His light is cleare 

and ſhining here 3 but the noon>tide -Sun in 

Ge its brighteſt luſtre is but a darke vault to God 
Reveb. 34.23 . and the lambe , (m) who is the light of that 

| City ro which he is haſting. Alas! be hath bur 
a fsp of the over-flowing F lagons, bur a taſte of 
the full tables of good cheare , which God 
harh provided, and Chriſt is preparing to ſet 
1 before him 2s an eyerlaſting feaſt. He cannor 
4 but bepreſling on * 89 know that love which 
" miley \vatgÞa > paſſeth rs. Toy and cannot be ſatisfied till 
* Av 7p 7 IWR he come to ap 'rehend God . as he is apprehend- 
” @s azxalw, cd of God. He cannot reſt any where but in 

Phil. 3.9.2 = heaven, where his faith ſhall be ſecing and his 
hope poſſeſſion. Nay 'tis not hexwen, were 
it any thing befide God-injoyment , thoc 

cou 


God of grace 3 'tis nor any thing beſide God 


all his joy and contolation but wedding cheare ; 
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could terminate the boundlefle appetite of his 
longing ſoule : For 'tis not God tor heaven , 
fc; I but heaven for God; (n) yea that heaven Puma. & ny." 
©; ©} whichis God who zs the heaven of heaven thar 
t0 FF he lookes after, 
d.  *Tis God, onely God 3 (o) in all, without <9 ** 
re FF all, and beyond all, that is his aff. Here he is 
ut FF at reſt, now he is ſwallowed up in fſatisfa&ion, 
ll and nothing can iutermeddle with his joy ; h 
ie FF rejoyceth in the Lord, (p) by whom he "if Romas 8. z7 
12 FF alltheſe things a conquerony : but as for the 
5 BF honour of the triumph, he meanes to give that 
'- | to God, who gave him the viftory. % Cot. 1s, ww 


Sol: Deo gloria. 


